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POLI 368   Politics of Dictatorship   Fall 2016 
 
Instructor: Anas Malik                         
Office: Schott 712               
Office Hours: Thurs 1:15 pm – 2:30 pm, and by appt. 
Email: malik@xavier.edu              
Phone: x3227 
Credit Hours: 3.00 
 
Course Description 
Many view democracy as being normatively desirable, and dictatorships as odious. 
Indeed, for some analysts the spread of democracy represents a historical 
progression producing a more peaceful and prosperous world. At the end of the 
Cold War, democracy appeared to have triumphed. Now, a quarter century later, the 
picture is much murkier. Many dictatorships persist, or have reasserted control 
despite popular opposition. Further, many societies commonly labeled 
“democracies” exhibit strains of authoritarianism, with overt and subtle types of 
tyranny.  
 
This course examines the politics of dictatorship through a mix of theories and 
cases. Theoretical components will include but not be limited to collective action, 
mobilization, the logic of political survival, political economic foundations, and the 
technologies of coercion and social control, and propaganda. Cases will be drawn 
partly but not exclusively from the contemporary Middle East, North Africa, and 
South Asia. Case explorations will also be driven partly by student semester 
projects.   
 
Completing assigned reading on time will ensure informed class participation, and 
improve learning outcomes. Class participation is critical for success in this course.  
While the syllabus readings and assignments are the basic plan for the course, 
additions and changes may be made during the semester at the instructor’s 
discretion to better pursue the course goals. 
 
Goals 
 
 To survey prominent approaches to the study of authoritarian politics 
 To learn about cases through different sources 
 To assess cases through theories  
 To critically evaluate claims regarding dictatorship and democracy 
 
 
Readings 
 
Please obtain the following text, which you will be required to read. 
 
Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce, and Alastair Smith (2012). The Dictator's Handbook: Why 
Bad Behavior is Almost Always Good Politics. Public Affairs.  
 
Additional readings and multi-media materials will be drawn from a number of 
different sources. These will usually be made available to you through our course 
Canvas site. 
 
  
Assignments 
 
Class participation is critical to success in the course. Student will make 
presentations on course material and/or their research topic, and complete a major 
term paper. In addition, students will have a midterm and a final examination. 
 
Assessment 
Paper: 35% 
Presentation(s): 5% 
Participation: 15% 
Short assignments: 5% 
Midterm Exam: 15%  
Final Exam: 25% 
 
Schedule 
 
Please note that additions, changes,AbdulBari0168 
 and revisions to this schedule may be made at the instructor’s discretion. Note that 
reading assignments must be completed before class. Other than the course text 
readings will generally be made available on Canvas. 
Day Topic Reading * Assignments** 
Aug 24 Overview   
Aug 26 Rules of Politics Syllabus, Ch. 1  
Aug 31 Facebook revolutions? News sites, Library 
resources 
Actor, issue, sources 
Sept 2 Coming to Power Ch. 2 Paper topic 
Sept 7 Bhutto TBA   
Sept 9 Staying in Power Ch. 3 Canvas post 
Sept 14    
Sept 16 Redistribution part I Ch. 4 Canvas post  
Sept 21 Libya TBA  
Sept 23 Redistribution part II Ch. 5 Ann Bib  due  
Sept 28 Jordan TBA  
Sept 30 Corruption Ch. 6  
Oct 5    
Oct 7 FALL BREAK   
Oct 12 Midterm   
Oct 14 Foreign Aid Ch. 7 Canvas post 
Oct 19 Rebellion, political activism Ch.8  
Oct 21   Paper Rough draft 
Oct 26 International Context Ch. 9  
Oct. 28 Presentations   
Nov 2 Followup discussion on papers   
Nov 4 Regional effects Kuru article  
Nov 9   Canvas post 
Nov 11 TBA  Paper due 
Nov 16 Policy issues Ch. 10 Canvas post 
Nov 18    
Nov. 23 THANKSGIVING  BREAK   
Nov. 25    
Nov. 30 Transnational Advocacy TBA Canvas post 
Dec. 2 Global Civil Society   
Dec. 7 Overview   
Dec. 9    
*Unless otherwise indicated, all chapter references are to the course text by Bueno 
de Mesquita.  
